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Abstract
Gulf-Japanese relations during the second half of the 20th century
constituted a pivotal moment in the global economy and political relations
of the modern and contemporary era. Although relations existed long ago,
dating back to the era of the Arab-Islamic civilization and before the reign
of Emperor Meiji (1869-1902), Japan was a powerful nation at that time,
enjoying freedom of navigation and the ability to build relationships and
make strategic decisions in its policies. After entering World War 1, Japan
sought to consolidate its position in Asia and increase its global influence.
It forged international relations with European countries and the Arabian
Gulf states in search of energy, particularly oil, which, after its discovery,
was intended to support development, progress, and industry in Japan.
Japan entered World War Il and declared its surrender in 1945. The United
States signed the surrender treaty on American terms, and Japanese foreign
policy came under American pressure, including the signing of trade

agreements with the Gulf states to ensure the flow of oil. Oil became the
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determining factor in relations between the two sides, and these relations
were affected during the 1967 war and the 1973 crisis when the Arabs
threatened to cut off oil supplies to the West. The Arab-Israeli conflict also
played a role, with Japan's stance aligning with American pressure and
support for Zionism. Relations developed further during the 1980s and
1990s, taking into account the Arab cause on one hand and economic
interests on the other. This was reflected in Japan's position on the First and
Second Gulf Wars and its support for Iran, aiming to ensure the continued
flow of Iranian oil to its industries. Japan also supported the international
community in bombing Iraq and backed the American invasion of Irag in
1991. Thus, American policy dominated Japanese foreign policy decisions
regarding Arab issues, in exchange for concluding agreements. Trade
agreements with the Arabian Gulf...
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