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Abstract:

Discussions about the contemporary Arab critical scene are fraught
with numerous problems, not least of which is the issue of cultural
exchange and its interpretations, as well as its repercussions on the Arab
intellectual, not to mention the confusion of perspectives. This can
transform criticism from a genuine dialogue and intellectual and cultural
cross—fertilization into a conflagration. However, not every cultural

influence or exchange leads to such a conflagration or the obliteration of
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identity. Preserving identity is not achieved through isolation, but rather
through awareness and artistic production.
Furthermore, the notion of an Arab-Western identity has not been
salvaged by its rich and extensive heritage. When compared to Western
literary and intellectual output, the latter has consistently had the
advantage in developing the numerous and significant critical theories we
have today, particularly those concerning the analysis and characterization
of literary texts, both poetry and prose, and the methods of analysis used
to reveal the aesthetic qualities of their structures. This necessitates
advancing the principle of cultural exchange, transforming it into a
constructive intellectual link between Arab civilization and the intellectual
output of the West, from the time of the Greeks to the present day.
Our research moves from these grouped problems to discuss two issues.
The first is the role of the Arab critical theorist and thinker in absorbing
contemporary critical theories in their modernist and postmodernist forms,
or to read his role in the surge of the new global current that has begun to
swallow the cultural thought of the other, and demands that we only
endorse its efforts. The other matter is that if we take the lead in keeping
pace with global critical theories, and benefit from them to the point that
they help us to produce the Arab critical theory that has been awaited
since the fifties of the last century.
Our research then connects these disparate parts by analyzing the role of
the Arab critic in dealing with critical terminology in its various forms,
according to their affiliations with modernist and postmodernist critical
theories. Our research analyzes both critical thought trends in modernist
theories and, subsequently, in postmodernist theories, because we believe
that separating the two is entirely illogical.
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