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Some poetic themes in the book **Ikhtisar al-Qadah al-Mu'alla fi al-

Tarikh al-Mahalli** by Ibn Sa'id al-Maghribi al-Andalusi (d. 685 AH):
A study in subject and art
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Summary

The book includes selections from seventy—two poets, along with an

introduction by the author, Ibn Sa'id, to each poet, and to recount what the

author witnessed or heard about them in his book.

Since the book contains a wealth of poetry depicting much of life and its

nature during a crucial period in the history of Andalusia, this research focuses

on the poetic themes Ibn Sa'id addressed in his book (complaint, elegy, satire,

wisdom and admonition, religious poetry, and boasting). | hope this research

has contributed to shedding light on a book that is considered a source of

Andalusian literature.
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The selections were not based on artistic quality or precedence in
creation. The author, Ibn Sa'id, aimed to collect poetry from that century
regardless of its level of mastery. If he encountered a large body of work by a
particular poet, he selected the best of it. Although the selections were
intended for documentation and preservation, |bn Sa'id did not neglect to offer
observations with a critical edge. The book's purposes and themes were
diverse; it was not written to reflect a specific reality as much as it was a
record of poetry. Alongside traditional themes such as praise, boasting, satire,
and elegy, there were verses of riddles and puzzles, descriptions of cheese
and lamps, and numerous verses about gatherings of amusement and young
boys.
The research comprises an introduction, two sections, and a conclusion.
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