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Broken Plurals in the book Al-Taysir fi al-Tafsir al-Lusfi (537 AH)
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Abstract
This study examines the morphological patterns of broken plurals and their
semantic implications in the book Al-Taysir fi al-Tafsir by Abu Hafs al-Nasafi (d. 537
AH). These patterns represent one of the prominent morphological phenomena in the
Arabic language due to their significant role in clarifying meanings and revealing the
subtle semantic nuances of the Qur’anic text. The study aims to identify the forms of
broken plurals in al-Nasafi’s interpretation, classify their types, and analyze their
morphological and semantic functions within the exegetical context, while drawing on
the views of classical grammarians, linguists, and exegetes.
The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach by collecting and examining
relevant examples of broken plurals in Al-Taysir fi al-Tafsir, and classifying them into
patterns of paucity and multiplicity. It further explores the semantic roles these forms

play in relation to the Qur’anic context. The study reveals that Abu Hafs al-Nasafi

paid considerable attention to linguistic aspects, particularly morphology, as he not
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only identified the forms but also highlighted their semantic distinctions in various
contexts, contributing to the interpretation of meaning.

The findings indicate that broken plurals in al-Nasafi’s interpretation constitute an
important aspect of morphological-semantic analysis, and that their structural variation
is not merely formal but is closely linked to semantic functions that influence the
understanding of the Qur’anic text. The study also demonstrates that al-Nasafi
benefited from the linguistic and grammatical heritage in interpreting these forms,
reflecting the depth of his methodological approach in connecting morphological
structure with exegetical meaning.

Keywords: Broken Plural, Al-Taysir fi al-Tafsir, Abu Hafs al-Nasafi.
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