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Abstract

This study highlights the distinguished status of Surah Al-Fatihah as the
foundation and greatest chapter of the Qur’an, whose interpretation serves
as a gateway to understanding the rest of the Holy Book. It adopts a well-
established scholarly methodology exemplified by al-Tabari, who relied on
interpreting the Qur’an through the Qur’an itself, as well as through the
sayings of the Companions and the Tabi‘tn, while critically weighing
between these sources, which renders his exegesis among the most
authoritative and reliable. Furthermore, the study elucidates the
foundational principles of Islamic creed, as the interpretation clarifies the
meanings of monotheism (tawhid), worship, and seeking help from Allah—
core tenets of Islamic belief. The significance of al-TabarT’s interpretation
of Surah Al-Fatihah lies in its synthesis of the chapter’s intrinsic value with
a rigorous scholarly method, making it a crucial basis for achieving a sound
and accurate understanding of the Qur’an.
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