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Abstract
This study examines the daily life of marginalized groups in Umayyad
Damascus (41-132 AH/661-750 CE) from a historical and social
perspective. It shifts attention from the palace, the caliphal administration,
and military events to those who sustained the city through labor, service,
craft production, agriculture, transport, and market exchange. The term
“marginalized groups” is used analytically to denote poor laborers, small
artisans, servants, enslaved people, some mawali, low-income dhimmis,
poor women, strangers, and dependents whose lives were rarely
represented in the dominant narrative sources. The study argues that these
groups were not outside the urban order; rather, they formed the productive
and service base upon which the capital depended. Through a critical
reading of historical, geographical, fiscal, legal, literary, and modern
scholarly sources, the article reconstructs patterns of housing, clothing,
food, work, and social function, and concludes that the stability of
Umayyad Damascus rested in large part on the everyday labor of these
underrepresented groups.
Keywords: Damascus; Umayyad period; marginalized groups; daily life;
social history; artisans; markets; mawali; dhimmis.
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