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Summary
The debate over the relative eloquence of poetry versus prose is one of
the most prominent issues that has preoccupied Arab critics and
rhetoricians. The discussion revolved around which is more eloquent and
influential: poetry, with its meter, rhythm, and imagery, or prose, with its
clarity and breadth of expression?
Critics' opinions varied, with some supporting poetry and others favoring
prose. Yet another group argued that eloquence is not tied to the form or
genre of a text, but rather to the quality of its composition, the elegance of
its structure, and the suitability of words to meaning.
This research aims to clarify the critics' positions on this issue, review the
rhetorical and critical criteria they employed in their comparison, and
highlight the role of rhetoricians in establishing the concept of eloquence
as an artistic value found in both poetry and prose.
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