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Abstract
This study aims to examine the principles governing the reconciliation and
preference of exegetical opinions among Qur’anic commentators, as these
constitute some of the most important methodological rules employed in
addressing interpretive disagreement and regulating the meanings of
Qur’anic texts. The significance of this topic stems from the multiplicity of
opinions concerning the interpretation of a single verse and the diversity of
exegetical approaches in dealing with such opinions through reconciliation

whenever possible and preference whenever reconciliation is not feasible.
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The study seeks to establish the theoretical foundations of reconciliation
among exegetical opinions, clarify the concept of preference, explain the
relationship between the two, and identify the criteria governing each of
them. It also highlights the most prominent principles and criteria of
preference adopted by exegetes, including interpretation of the Qur’an by
the Qur’an, contextual analysis, authentic transmitted reports, Arabic
linguistic usage, and the consideration of the generality of Qur’anic
expressions.

The study adopts an inductive, analytical, and comparative methodology
through examining the works of a number of prominent exegetes,
particularly al-Tabari, Ibn ‘Atiyyah, al-Qurtubi, al-Razi, Abu Hayyan, and
al-Shingiti. Their discussions of exegetical opinions and judgments are
analyzed in order to extract the methodological principles governing
reconciliation and preference through direct exegetical applications. The
research also investigates selected Qur’anic examples in which significant
interpretive disagreement occurs, demonstrating how these principles are
applied in directing exegetical interpretation.

The study concludes that the primary methodological approach in dealing
with exegetical opinions is reconciliation and inclusion whenever possible,
while preference should only be employed when sound reconciliation is
impossible or weak. It further finds that a substantial portion of exegetical
disagreement belongs to the category of variation rather than
contradiction. Moreover, the study confirms that interpreting the Qur’an by
the Qur’an, contextual analysis, authentic reports, and Arabic linguistic
evidence represent the strongest criteria of preference in Qur’anic
exegesis. The research recommends further applied studies that
comprehensively investigate the principles of reconciliation and preference
in the literature of Qur’anic exegesis and calls for the incorporation of
these principles into graduate curricula in Qur’anic exegesis and Qur’anic

sciences.
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