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Narrative Analysis of Anecdotal Structure in Iraqi Arabic
Abstract

Regarding the mutual relations between Discourse and Sociolinguistic
atmosphere, Anecdote has long been investigated like a mode of expression
which vary according to the style of linguistic forms. This study aims to
show the anecdotal structures and exploring the influence of the narrated
topics and social relations on narration. On the side of data collection, sixty
anecdotes have been collected among people within their casual talks via
mobiles and recording devices from various places in Nineveh. These
Anecdotes have been analyzed depending on Labov's approach 1972 of
Narrative Analysis through applying six Labovian stages on anecdotes with
taking into consideration: Social relations (Friends, families, work
colleagues, and acquaintances) as a sociolinguistic factor on narration.
Concerning the findings, the most important result reveals that the topics
affect the narration in certain stages Finally, the study concludes the style of
narration are vary and affected by the narrated topics and Social Relations.
Key Words: Anecdote, Discourse Analysis, and Labov’s Model.
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1. Preliminary

Anecdotes are produced in order to be recounted to others. A culture's
stories create a shared history, linking people in time and event as actors,
tellers, and audience. Stories are not merely chronicling of what happened;
they are more about meanings. As people talk about the past in a subjective
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and embellished way, the past is continually reconstructed. This history is
judged to be true or false, not solely with respect to its adherence to
empirical fact, but with respect to narrative criteria such as believability
and coherence (McAdams, 1993:136).

People are usually attracted to narrative for many purposes:
entertaining, supporting, recognizing thoughts, fill with hopes and
emotions, keeping in suspense mode, or teaching in how to live and act
giving advices. They also often provide dilemmas concerning what is moral
and immoral behavior. Sometimes, stories can also heal us when we feel
"broken™ or ill, pushing us toward fresh psychological understandings of
self and our societal world. This is the situation, for instance, when mental
strength professionals use narrative treatment in their work with their
clients in order to help them to re-frame their life story in a more universal
and integrative way than it was in the past.

2. Statement of the Problem

Narration has been dealt as a framework for enhancing students’
learning through giving them opportunities to communicate like creative
learners (Rossiter, 2002), but no one has tackled the anecdotes structures in
certain dialect for narrative analysis. The case will be the focus of the
present research by analyzing anecdotes within Iraqi casual talks in order to
state the forms of the anecdotes depending on the social relations between
the narrator and listener.

3 Research Questions
The study nominates the following questions:
1. How does the social relations affect telling anecdotes?

2. How does the narrated issue affect the telling of anecdotes?

4. Aims of the Study
The study aims at:
1) Finding the Narrative Structures of Anecdotes through everyday talks.

2) Examining the influence of social relations on telling anecdotes.
3) Exploring the influence of the topics narrated on narrating anecdotes.
5. Limits of the study

To keep work going and emphasizing on the research concern, the
scope of the study should be arranged. The frame of the present study will
be focused on spoken anecdotes through Iraqi Casual talks by analyzing
anecdotes depending on the labov’s model 1972 to find out the basic forms
of Iragi Arabic anecdotes. These anecdotes are varied in terms of dialects
used if they are narrated in Baghdadi or Mosuli dialect. On the focus side,
the study will focus on social relationships through the analysis section or
even in classifying the anecdotes.

6. Value of the Study
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Narrative Analysis of Anecdotal Structure in Iraqi Arabic

It is thought that this study will be extremely valuable since it will help
to a better knowledge of Iraqi culture by investigating narration patterns in
Iragi Casual talks. It will throw light on the anecdotal styles and cultural
values involved in the interactions, as well as provide insights into telling
anecdote and how it is received in lIrag. Linguists and language learners
will benefit from this research since it allows them to explore the narrative
strategies, linguistic markers, and cultural allusions utilized in Iraqi Arabic
accent specifically.

7. Anecdote

From a linguistic perspective, anecdote can be understood as a concise
narrative unit embedded in everyday discourse, through which speakers
linguistically organize personal experience and render it socially
meaningful. As noted by Jones (2001), anecdote emerges from individuals’
lived situations and circumstances, indicating its close connection to
context, immediacy, and speaker experience. This contextual grounding
positions anecdote as a naturally occurring form of spoken narrative rather
than a fully elaborated literary construct.

Furthermore, anecdote functions as a communicative resource that
enables speakers to make sense of their social world in the here and now.
Jeff et al. (2002) emphasize that anecdotes facilitate the sharing of
experiences, foster interpersonal bonding, and allow interlocutors to access
others’ lived realities while simultaneously reflecting their own identities
within the narrative. Linguistically, this process is achieved through
evaluative language, stance-taking, and the strategic selection of details that
guide listener interpretation.

Wright’s (1995) observation that the world is “full of anecdotal people”
underscores the ubiquity of anecdotal storytelling as an interactional
practice. Anecdotes are frequently marked by an emotional dimension—
such as joy, sadness, embarrassment, or amusement—which is encoded
through lexical choice, intonation, and pragmatic cues. These emotional
elements contribute to the anecdote’s persuasive and engaging force within
conversational settings.

In this regard, McDrury and Alterio (2003) argue that anecdote represents
a uniquely human linguistic experience, enabling speakers to articulate
aspects of the self, the other, and the worlds they inhabit, whether real or
imagined. From a linguistic standpoint, anecdote thus serves as a bridge
between individual experience and shared social meaning, operating as a
dynamic narrative form that integrates language, emotion, and interaction.
Consequently, anecdote may be viewed as a fundamental component of
spoken discourse, reflecting how speakers construct meaning, negotiate
identity, and maintain social relationships through narrative practice.
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8. Discourse Analysis and Anecdote

One accessible perspective on the relationship between discourse
analysis and telling an anecdote is presented by Deborah Schifrin in her
book. Schifrin discusses how discourse analysis can be used to analyze
anecdotal text as a specific type of discourse. She emphasizes that anecdote
involves not only the recounting of events but also the use of language to
construct narrative structures, convey meaning, and engage with listeners
or readers. By applying discourse analysis techniques, Linguists can
examine the linguistic features, narrative strategies, and social functions of
storytelling within different contexts. This approach highlights the
interconnectedness between discourse analysis and telling an anecdote,
demonstrating how study of language enhances the understanding of
narrative communication (Schifrin,1994:88).

9. Types of Anecdotes

Within the notion of Anecdote, many types can be presented with their
certain characteristics and cultural significance. Here are some common
types of Anecdotes :
1- Oral Anecdote: it is an oldest form which is expressed into spoken
words. Members of ancient societies would captivate each other by sharing
anecdotes via song, chant, and the recitation of poetry. This type of
anecdote could be a vehicle for any type of story. Consequently, it is
considered a way for people to tell stories from their own experiences
(Fusai, 2003: 177).
2- Visual Anecdote: Basically, Humans have presented visual anecdotes for
tens of thousands of years, as visual media represents a simple way to tell a
good story. Historically, Ancient cave paintings depicted animals, figures
with human characteristics, and real-life stories with themes of survival on
cave walls. As society progressed, the evolution of telling anecdotes
progressed along with it. This form has evolved even further through the
modern mediums of film and television, which offer an advanced, powerful
way for a good narrator to tell a compelling story (Fusai, 2003, p 177).
3- Written anecdote: it is the practice of creating and sharing narratives,
ideas, and experiences through the written forms. It encompasses a wide
range of literary forms, including novels, short stories, poetry, plays,
essays, and other written works. It allows authors to convey
complex plots, develop characters, explore themes, and evoke emotions
using language as their primary medium. (Fusai,2003: 177)
4- Digital Anecdote: Technology has huge influence in transforming the
anecdotes. The internet allows us to have access to the world of stories
which are given from human history with just one button. Particularly, the
rise of blogging and social media though technology still considered modes
of written storytelling have reframed the kind of stories we interact with on
a daily basis. Social media users tell their own personal stories with their
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own points of view every day. With social media, people are narrators,
trying to make sense of our own origin story one post at a time. With each
tweet and status update, we sharpen the storytelling skills that we’ve been
practicing for many years.

10. Model of analysis

Labov's model of narrative structure, developed by sociolinguist William
Labov's in 1972, Identifies six keys components that are commonly found
in Narrative analysis works. These components provide a framework for
analyzing and understanding narratives. Here are the components of
Labov's model of narrative structure:

Abstract:

The abstract stage shows an opening area of narration. It sets the stage
for the story and gives the listener/reader an overview of what to expect.
The abstract is typically found at the beginning of the narrative (Labov,
1972:123) .

Orientation:

The orientation provides the background information necessary for
understanding the narrative. It includes details about the characters, setting,
and any relevant contextual information. The orientation helps to establish
the context and frame of the story (Labov, 1972: Ibid).

Complicating Action:

The complication is the main part of the story where the central conflict
or problem is introduced. It involves a sequence of events that build
tension, create suspense, or present challenges for the characters. The
complicating action drives the plot forward and forms the core of the
narrative (Labov, 1972: Ibid).

Evaluation:

The evaluation component involves the narrator or characters
expressing their thoughts, opinions, or judgments about the events in the
narrative. It provides insight into the significance or meaning of the events
and helps shape the interpretation of the story. Evaluations can be explicit
or implicit (Labov, 1972: Ibid)

Resolution:

It refers to the point in the narrative where the conflicts or challenges
introduced in the complicating action are resolved or addressed. It provides
closure to the story and may involve the characters reaching a solution,
making a decision, or experiencing a change (Labov, 1972: Ibid).

Coda:

The coda is the concluding part of the narrative that wraps up the story
and provides any final thoughts, reflections, or implications. It allows the
narrator to reflect on the events or offer closing remarks. The coda brings
the narrative to a conclusion and provides a sense of closure (Labov, 1972:
Ibid).
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11. Data Collection Procedure

Data were collected by using various methods to analyze the anecdotes in
Iragi casual talks. Data collection methods include recording devices and
Mobiles that are used to collect stories through conversations among
families, acquaintances, friends, and neighbors. Sixty anecdotes have been
collected from various places in Ninevah. The data as anecdotes have been
classified equally into four categories depending on the social relations
between the narrator and listener:

e (Family-kinship based) Category

e (Friends) Category

e (Work colleagues) Category

¢ (Acquaintances) Category

These recordings were collected among people in the form of
conversations. The conversations are on social topics, in addition to certain
topics that reflect the social values of Iraqi society.

12. Analytical procedure
The data is analyzed Quialitatively as follows:
1. The data are collected from various regions through recording people

talks,

2. Then, the collected conversations are converted into written forms.

3. After collection and make them into written forms, the data have
been classified into four categories in terms of the social relations

4. Finally, the model will be applied on the Iraqi Anecdotes in order to
reach the structures in terms of the social relations

13. Data Analysis

e (Family-kinship based) category
According to the analysis, it has been classified into four interactions, and
comprehending these interactions. To begin with the first category which
contains anecdotes that are narrated among friends i.e the narrator and
listener are friends.

Now, the analysis is going to start on analyzing the anecdotes
depending on the Model, it is unquestionably that each stage will be dealt
separately.

Abstract

The first stage of Labovian model which is the abstract, it shows the
general information about the anecdotes and also the general entry to the
anecdote or the introduction. Depending on the notion mentioned, it’s
noticed that the anecdotal category has the abstract and their forms haven’t
affected by issues narrated or the social relations between narrator and
listener. The following two excerpts are clues of what the researcher
mentioned below:
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Extract 1:
(o) 43009

/bjda:jt Plsa:ds/
(At the beginning of Six grade)
Extract 2:
(ool S G DY) (a8 a)
/ mara mn ?1?jam mn t/nt blsa:ds /
(One day, | was at sixth grade)

The extract above, shows the introductory part of the story and how the
narrator initiated the story by talking about days gone.

Orientation

When it comes to the second stage which is orientation, it refers to time,
place, and characters. Based on the observation, it's evident that orientation
Is presented in the narratives and the following excerpt shows exactly the
notion of the orientation stage:

Extract 2:

/62021 mn tfnt blse:ds w ?na haja:tji tfe:nt ¢barae: Can [j Oa:bit la:zm ku:l
jo:m ?ny0 bsalfa/
(In 2021, when | was in sixth grade, my life was miserable every day)

What is mentioned within the extract wants to sign to the audience that
the narrator's background might prompt them to consider telling anecdotes
styles within their society compared to others.

Complicating Action

The current stage is Complication which means the climax or pivotal
moment in anecdotes or even refers to the critical situations and offering
the listener a glimpse into what unfolds next like the following extract:

Extract 3:

sl Al i Sy 456 el CilSailiy jd Jls Al ) ) 3 skl i)

ssla e GAIS ) ) smd S O iliegd adid g dllad) Canible J ol dlidara s 48 2l (e o s2llay

(s oamn s a5l ) cae 5l e gl lag o0 da CSaalag

/ tfnt bltrik ra:jh llmustaffa dzani xabr wafatu ka:nt ?s¢b Oznja bhjati dxIt

llmustaffa kanu jtlu mn ?lyurfa wmyatjna ?wl ma fataht ulbatanija w [ftu

wthastrt kan fuSur ma kulf hlu w ma sdagt hal [j w ma mustaw$b ?nu fam;
?jad w ?xu:j w sadjqi w habibi jSufnj /
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(In my way to the hospital, I heard about his death. It was the hardest
second in my life. | Entered the hospital. They were taking him out of the
room and he was covered. The first time | opened the blanket and saw him,
| was hysterical. It was the worst feeling ever and neither could | believe it

nor understand that my uncle Ayad, my brother, my friend, and my beloved
had left me)

It’s observed that the complicating action is presented in the category.
This is evident in the way the narrator handles challenging situations that
Impact them, and how intricate aspect of the story unfolds through these
critical moments.

Evaluation

Based on the analysis, it is observed that there is an element of critique
present in the narrative Evaluation is not explicitly evident in anecdotal
category.

Extract 4:
(58 L )
/?) ma (qiltu:lak/
(Yup, as | have told you)

Resolution

It was observed the absence of coda in these anecdotes and the final
stage being the resolution. Resolution signifies the element that provides
the answer to the conflict of the story. Upon analyzing the anecdotes, it's
evident that the resolution is presented like the following sample:

Extracts:
AaTall  jlua el U Lo 13) Sl alday Lo 5 sla IS Cul€ 51 (ol 5 pe Jle Lo ol Liidle)
(o sioe Lo (damy )y Cuala
/ Slaqatna ?bd mu mal ¥m w ?bn ?x ka:nt klf hlwa ma jtla§ Imakan ?0a ma
mSe: sart ?lfatha w xlIst w ?a&:nj bidnj ma mustawsb /
(Our relationship was more than that between an uncle and a nephew, it

was all so nice. He wouldn’t go to a place without me. has become and
ended, and | am still not understanding)

It is noticed that the previous excerpt shows presence of the resolution in
the story and how it is possible for the narrative to end with an unhappy
conclusion for the narrator.
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Friends Category

The second type of interaction which the anecdotes that are narrated
among friends. Within the category, it is observed the topic is affected
regarding the narration. This shows clearly within the following issue tittle:

Extract 6

(Paed A8 (3 )

/hariq qeeSt al-Haj0am /
(Al Haitham’s hall fire)

The topic has impact on the reader or listener because it was a bad day
and hundreds of people were killed for no reason, so the influence of the
narrator is clearly shown.

Abstract

It means the introductory part that highlighting the main points and
findings. It is worth mentioning; social relations have a profound effect on
the style of narration.

Additionally, the issue affects the way of telling anecdotes like what we
have noticed here:

Extract 7:

i e Al Gy e jladlad s gu e dlis S AT oaal Siis (e 2BV e o)
Canas ) (Azald upall Jsadslad g aliedl A8 (8 G je Alia cllia IS dplaeall Joad d2ald
/bjuim mn ?1?jam , mn tfnt ?htfj 1 ?xtj aku hfla §rs w fad3?a sart , w tfa:nt
?xbrha: fa:n xbr fadzj{at ?wdz{at qulubna Ja:qjl al-hamdanija. Ka:n hna:k
hfla Srs fj gqa:Ct al-Haj0am w fadz?a thawl Srs fadzjQa: /

(One day the unexpected happened, | was sitting with my sister and | was
telling her about the tragic news of the Hamdaniyah fire. There was a
wedding party in Al-Haytham Hall, and suddenly the wedding
turned into a tragedy that hurt our hearts)

What is mentioned shows the narrators or even the listeners are very
affected because it was sad situation for all.
Orientation

According to the second element, it is an orientation shows and gives
information about the (place and time). The orientation stage is really clear
and the following:

Extract 8:
(528 S Ailaeall eliady (3l 5 Ac 6y Sy el e Y7 0 5)

/ Bywm 26 m:in siibtambar yumkin biqa:Sa: zfa:f bga:d? al-hamdanja
bsahl njna:wa/
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(26" of September, at a wedding hall in Al-Hamdaniya district in Nineveh
Plain)

The above extract as a clue that the orientation is available and

showing the time and the place of that situation.
Complicating action

These complications often arise to build tension, create conflict, and
propel the narrative forward towards its climax like the following extract:

Extract9 :

Aag s 3 50 o0 Aclil) il gl L e Waanyg) (i I YY Caundl as) 5 len sal Ly
(e LS culS Jlac @l o 45 S (pe <l 533 ga g0 CailS ) il j2 ) 5 Jidy)
/ w ba:€dha Srfna ?nu saqf |1 ga:9a bj mawad sarjat ?1?[tfa:] w taqrjban
rahu bjha: w ?jjed ll?asaf 122 fxs ?1?ayra:d ?]j ka:nt mawdzuda za:dit mn
lkariBa w 1qa:Sa ?lj ka:nit ku:lha Sa:lm/
(Approximately 122 people went there, unfortunately, 122 casualties, and
then we learned that the ceiling of the hall contained highly flammable
materials, and the objects that were present increased the disaster, and the
hall was really traffic)

Evaluation

The fourth element is evaluation means the narrator expresses
their opinions judging the value, quality, importance, or worth of
something. On the other side, it involves analyzing various aspects of a
subject to form an opinion or make a decision based on observation.
Depending on what has been observed, the following sample is just a
comment about that disaster within the category anecdotes:

Extract 10:

(Wlaa JUkY) 81 OIS a5 (il S g g daald cils)
/ tfemt fat[j{a t/bjra w twafa: kOjr na:s w ha:m ka:n “?ku ?tfa:l dhaja:
/
(It was a great and painful tragedy due to the death of a large number of
innocent people, especially the death of children)

Here, the evaluation shows the narrator’s opinion on the event and
involve analyzing various aspects of the event to form an opinion or make a
decision based on the findings. It helps the reader to understand the

significance and impact of the event.
Resolution

The fifth element is resolution refers to the act or process of finding
solution to a problem, dispute, or conflict. It also indicates a firm decision
to do or not to do something. As it is shown within the following excerpt of
the interactional type:
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Extract 11:
(Y15 Aaddl o 5 55 e e 43 Al gyl | guuids Laas)
/w w ba:Sdha hasabu: ?bu lqga:fa 1?anahu: ma bjha: fru:t sa:lama: w ?ma:n /

(The owner of the hall was held legally accountable because he did not
implement safety and security conditions inside the hall).

Here, the resolution describes how the conflict is resolved and what the
outcome. It provides closure to the narrative and helps the reader to
understand the event. In sum up, there is no coda clear in this story but
we have just resolution.

(Work Collogues) category

After analyzing the anecdotes narrated among families and friends.
Now, the process is going to be on the third category which is the narrator
and listener are acquaintance.

Abstract

The first stage of the six stages in the data analysis process which is
abstract. It means the general entry to the story or introduction to the story.
After reviewing the data, it is obvious that abstract is available in this

interaction which is shown in the following statement:
Extract 12:

i) (1 e o il
/Asulifl tf see:lifat:) wm min ?la:;ja:m/

(Let me tell you a story, One day)

In addition, it is shown that there is no effect of the social relations on
narrating anecdotes because when colleagues do not tend to tell more
details about that situation. Furthermore, it was noticed that there is no
effect of the topics on the narration style.

Orientation

Regarding the second stage, orientation stage means setting of the
story (Time and place) and specify information about the characters.
Through the observation to the telling, it is clear that orientation is
available in the interaction which the place where the anecdote takes place,
Mosul/ Al-Hamdaniya, on the main street, while the time the story takes
place is in the evening, approximately seven o’clock in the evening as the
following extract:

Extract 13:

(Lo Joie ) iyl g5l slitall g 0S))
/ka:n wagqit bljl ?1-fa:r¢ ?1j ma:qa:bl bje:tna/
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(It was dinner time at night on the main street opposite our house)

Complicating action

The third stage is complicating action means the element of suspense
and excitement in the story it is obligatory in the category and it refers to
the problem or conflict that occurred in the story.

Through reviewing the category, it is shown that complicating action is
presented clearly in the interaction.

Extract 14:
oy dallli g 3 ganl) 4y jlia 5 Ll bl (e 0 e o jlad) sl Gl Sl cilia )
(LS (e Joaall
/wusilt al-maka:n al- ha:d0, faft ?lsyarah Sbairah min as-sa:jd
ma:la:itha w da:rba: al-Camu:d waja:lal?h fatf:ara ?n-naxhi:l min
maka:nha/
(Arrived at the scene of the accident and saw that the car was

driving from the side, tilted, hitting the pole, and the palm tree had been
torn from its place)

Evaluation

It means the narrator or the characters express their thoughts,
opinions or judgements about the events. It is possible that the narrator
comments on his narrating or the listener comments on the narrator.

It is clear that evaluation is available in this interaction like the following
extract:

Extractl5:

(e O e gils )
[ ?1lj (Jafta: Sa:mtj ka:n maxhae:f/
(What my aunt saw, it was scary )
Furthermore, it is shown that the narrator commented on his words or
gave his opinion about the accident because he said it was scary

It is noticed that there is no coda in this type of interaction and the last
stage was resolution.

Resolution

Means the element that indicates the solution to the problem that was
presented in the anecdotes. After observing the narratives, it is shown that
resolution is available in the interaction. This is shown with the following

sample:
Extract 16:

2 YYT ol R R - (1) oy o s (L EYRENE
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i Gpang alall s oo Gl e Clasles 938 Ll g pally adajlll caal (e
(Cudl Cuza g oyland)

/BaSdjn ds3t ?furta w ?muru:r ?jdan a:xhadu: masiu:ma:t min ?sa:jig San

sabab al-ha:di® w bafde:n sahabu: ?lIsaja:rah wa radzSu: Ilbe:t/ .

(Then the police came and took information from the driver about the
cause of the accident, then they towed the car and it returned home)

In terms of social relations, no effect of these relations on the
narration process.Regarding the factor, especially since the speaker is a
man to a woman .

Extract 17:

(h’;ﬁ:d.\\&qé\ @*\3)&\ &JUAD@}&@J\AQ}AWD\A&)
/fadza: samSna sawt haadi® qawi bil- fa:ri§ ?a:jsi mu:qa:bl bjitna/
(Suddenly, we heard a loud accident on the main street opposite our house)

It is worth mentioning that the topic has an impact on the listener
because it talks about a traffic accident. Therefore, when the narrator spoke
about the accident, he attracted the listener’s attention and made him listen

more to know the rest of the story.
Extract 18:

(o5 ila)
/ha:d0 muru:ri/
(a traffic accident)

After observing the category, it is shown that the topic had a great
Impact on the listener especially the topic it is about a traffic accident

Therefore, the interactional type, the listener is affected, and the style
of the anecdotes differ according to the tittle itself, this means that it has a
great impact on the psychosocial status of the listener or even narrating
styles, like when the narrator tells a sad story as what is shown in following
extract:

Extract 19:

LS"A; }‘ML;‘LSA%\ d.aul\m‘;:_u&:\ d.\;.\j\ e)miwujdyﬂ\é\_\)haa)w\)
(e S

/ ?lsa;jra da:rba: ?lfa:mud wafa:lal?h Jatf:ara ?Pn-naxhi: ?Ptmna ?la:
stha:t ?lsajiq w ntjta maj ?lj fa:ftu ¥mtj ka:n mu:xe:f/

(the car hit the pole and cut the palm was unprooted , then we ask the driver
about the health and give him a bottle of watter , what my aunt saw, was
really terrible)
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So, the style of narration differs when he narrates a funny story.
Therefore, the topic affects the narration style.

(Acquaintances) category

After completing the analysis of the previous Anecdotal
categories. Then, it is begun by analyzing the last category. This
interactional shows the narrator and listener are acquaintances in terms of
the social relations

Abstract

The element is available in the category because acquaintances
tend to tell stories in a detailed way though it is abstract stage. It is noticed
that the topic had an impact and attracted the listener's attention to the fact
that the day was bad and loaded with details that had a clear outcome.

All what mentioned show in the following tittle:
Extract 20:

(Ol &S je)
/?rqa 1 d3yra:n/

(Neighbors’ battle)

The abstract stage and orientation stages are available within the
category to give an indication to the reader or listener that the action takes
action in Mosul so that the listener might think about the style of narration
in the same society compared to other societies because narration style
differs from one society to another even the places are near to each other.

Look at the following which shows clearly what it is said:
Extract 21:

/anj w Pumj rahna: Imantaqe: lhadaba: bil-Muisl dza: ju:m 8 bl Jahr
?10a:nj/

(Me and my mother went to Al-Hadbaa’s in Mosul on the 8th of feburary)

Complicating action

In such a case, it shows the critical situations and the main problem.
On the hand of the plot element, it is clear in such a category because it
shows the main problem of the story and gives the listener insight into
subsequent events.
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This is obviously shown in the following:

Extract 22:

Clle oY) adni asld line laleg Guglill cille dainall s 43l Ll Sl llay (1)
(Lo sl

/Mn wasalna: lil-maka:n tafa:dza:na ?nahu: ne:syna: Imahfada malat 1-

fu:lu:s wa madza:n Sdna: fu:ls, dndaft ?1?d3rah malat asa:jiq /

(When we arrived the destination, we were surprised because the wallet is
empty and we didn’t have money in order to give the payment).

Evaluation

Depending on Labovian stages, (evaluation stage) is a critical
comment from audience to narrator, or narrator for themselves depending
on their situation through telling anecdotes.

This stage after (complication action) before results, on other perspective,
there is no evaluation clear in this interactional type.

Extract 23:
(s b2 S Saad )
/ka:n fd [y xurafj w walla: f?lan/

( 1 swear it was really something fabulous, really )

In the above example, his interaction with himself and the ongoing
conversation with the other character gave a signal to the audience that the
character is evaluating himself.

Resolution

All in all, for every beginning, there is an end, or what is called the
result. Within the category, it’s shown that the result is clear in the stories,
and the effect of repentance is clearly visible, because at the beginning of a
bad day, there must be details that occurred and have a clear result, it is an
additional information is added and it is considered the concluding part of
anecdotes. On other hand, it is worth mentioning that the social relation has
influenced because the acquaintance influences the late and deep details in
conveying the events, unlike the other types of social relations (family,
friend, work colleagues) who enter into the climax of the topic without
going into precise details.

Following extract shows exactly what is mentioned:

Extract 24:
((omY) clle Gusld il sl aly i) L))
/ Rahna: ?na: wa ?lumj Isad:qitj w ntatna: fulu:s malat 1?d3rah/
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(My mother and I went to my friend’s house and she gave us some money
to give the payment)
Coda

These anecdotal structures within this interactional type or in all
categories do not include an explicit coda, which would typically provide
concluding remarks or reflections. The anecdote structure partially aligns
with Labovian classification. It includes the abstract, orientation,
complicating action, evaluation, and result/resolution stages, but does not
have an explicit coda and the resolution stage is going to be the last stage.

14. Findings

After the analysis process on the data recorded within categories, the
analysis of recorded data revealed a set of results that can be presented as
follows:

1- In terms of family members and work colleagues’ categories, these

narrators tend to go deeply with the situations,

2- Narratives among acquaintances, they tend to talk briefly about the
happened situations,

3- Within (family -Kinship based) category, it’s noted that the narrated
topics don’t affect the narration styles, unlike other categories which are
not affected by the narrated issues

4- On the topics side, it is found that the topics have significant impact on

telling anecdotes styles, and some other cases the issues narrated
don’t affect the narration style.

5- It 1s found that the Anecdotes don’t tend to be connected with the real
life, this is why the Coda stage is not applied on the stories,

6- It is found that, there are obligatory and optional stages. Regarding the
analysis, it is noticed that Abstract, Orientation, Complication,
Evaluation and Resolution are compulsory, on the other side, Coda
stage is optional.

Evaluation stage doesn’t show explicitly in some categories like
acquaintances and friends.

15. Discussion

\l
1

Depending on what has been found in the findings section. The study is
going to show the discussion of findings. The discussion will be made on
each international type

e (Family-kinship based) category
After analyzing the four categories, to begin with the discussion
depending on the results. The super important point is the topic Influences
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telling anecdotes significantly on its reception. In this case, the title directly
relates to the topic of the anecdote, emphasizing its relevance. In terms of
social relations, these relations influence the listener’s reaction. What is
next, is going to explore the Labovian six stages i.e The discussion is going
to deal each stage separately:

Within the first stage, it is an abstract, family member narrators tend to
provide detailed descriptions of events compared work colleagues, focusing
on the main event and avoiding irrelevant details. The stage is evident in all
anecdotes category that we have already analyzed and it is observed there
are Fifteen forms of Abstract Stage in all stories.

The interactional stage is evident when the family narrator discusses
events. The family member narrator tends to mention random
events before getting to the main point. This highlights the significant
influence of the narrator's social relation with listener on this type of
Interactional type. Additionally, fully described characters contribute to this
element, here it’s necessary to mention that Orientation Stage is available
fifteen times in the category. On the side of the narrator's style, the type of
narrated issues impacts the sequence of events and builds suspense.

Concerning the social relations, family members and colleagues
pose challenges in conveying precise details of important events, unlike the
complicating action that signifies the problem or conflict and adds
excitement to the stories. The complicating action also presents a
challenge for the characters and it is presented fifteen times in the category
and it’s available in all categories.

The fourth stage is Evaluation, it is observed that the reflections and
critiques regarding the narrative. It is essential to have insightful comments
on telling anecdotes style that captivate the reader or audience, leading
them to anticipate the unfolding events, we observe the interplay of
perspectives in the stage. Here, it is necessarily to mention that there are
four comments as an evaluation stage in all stories within the category.

Depending on the Labovian stages, the last stage is Coda but the last
stage within the analysis is Resolution which means that the lack of a coda
through the anecdotes, so, the final stage is being the resolution. The
resolution is crucial as it offers the solution to the anecdote’s conflict. What
Is worth mentioning that the stage is evident in all anecdotes and they are
definitely fifteen times as a solution stage in the anecdotes category. On the
other side, the zero number is the coda number in all stories with the
category or even in all Categories.
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Finally, it is necessarily to announce the structure of the anecdotal
category depending on the Labovian Model 1972:

Complica

Abstr

Resol

Fig. (1): The Form of Anecdotal Structure in (Family-kinship based)
category
* (Friends) Category

After the analysis process, it is discovered that there are fifteen abstract
forms in the category. Regarding the topic, it has a great influence on telling
anecdotes, moreover the social relation is really influential in the anecdotes.

Orientation as a second stage provides the information necessary to
understand the details about the setting. It is noticed that there are fifteen
forms of an orientation stage in this interactional type.

Regarding the complicating action, it is appeared that there are fifteen
forms of the complication in the current interaction. Evaluation is the fourth
stage of labov’s model which means that the judgements about events in the
narrator. It is noticed that there are fifteen forms of the evaluation stage in
the category.

The last two stages which are Resolution and Coda, Resolution is the
fifth one refers to the act of finding a solution. It is observed that there are
fifteen forms of Resolution stage in categories, knowing that no Coda
appears.

The arrangement of Labovian elements in this interactional type is
shown as follows:
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Complicay tion

Fig. (2): The Form of Anecdotal Structure in (Friends- Category)

e (Work colleagues) Category

It is noticed that the abstract is shown clearly in the category and it has
fifteen forms. Regarding the story’s topics, it is clear that there is an
influence regarding the topics.

Furthermore, after analyzing this category it is shown that the social
relation has influenced telling anecdotes. The reason for this is that when
acquaintance talks about events they don't delve into many details.

Orientation gives information about time and place in stories. Based on
the analysis, it is noticed that there are fifteen forms of orientation stage in
the interactional type.

With reference to the third stage which is complicating action. It is found
that this category consists of fifteen complicating actions .Regarding the
Evaluation stage, means that the colleague comments on his words or the
listener comments on the narrator’s words, and it also means an expression
of opinions and ideas on the part of the narrator and the listener, depending
on the analysis, knowing that the category consists of four forms of
evaluation.

Resolution refers to the conflicts that occurred in the story. After
observing this category and through the process of analyzing it is noticed
that there are fifteen resolution stage forms in the interaction. In terms of
Coda stage, means linking the events of the story to our reality. After the
analysis process, it is noticed that in the category the coda is zero number
in terms of the availability.
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At the end of this interactional type, it is possible that the number of the
available stages can be summarized in order to show the structure of
anecdotal category at (Male —Female) category

Comp Action

luation

Fig. (3): The Form of Anecdotal Structure in (Work colleagues —
Category)

e (Acquaintances) Category

In this type of interaction, the narrator and listener are acquaintances.
The intended findings of the analysis are verified, which relied on the
narrated issues, and Labov's stages.

It is considered the first part of Labov's elements, in which the narrator
expresses the basic and important events in the anecdotes. Regarding the
abstract stage, it is found the that acquaintances convey the main point in
deep way as much as possible compared to friends, as they limit the
conversation and convey to the main event and omit talking about
unimportant topics, i.e this matter is not necessary and is not required to be
mentioned in the anecdotes, because some narrators introduce the main and
Important information.

In terms of the availability, this element is visible in all stories i.e each
story has an abstract stage. On the side of orientation stage, the narrators
tend to show and concentrate on the setting of anecdotes, time and place
which are available in all anecdotes

In this type of interaction, it is noticed that when the acquaintance
narrates the actions, the talks are on just the important points. In
complication stage, acquaintances differ to friend in expressing the main
idea, so acquaintances narrators tend to convey the precise details of the
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Important event. In terms of the availability of complication stage, there are
fifteen forms of complicating action.

Within the evaluation stage, it is noted the form of the stage are
comments and opinions. They are opinions about the way the story is told
in an elegant way to make the reader or audience aware of the upcoming
events, knowing that in the category, they are noticed in all stories

The resolution stage is the stage of resolving the complex and
conflict point, and it is considered the end point of the anecdote, in which
no new information is added. It is appeared clearly and explicitly in this
type of categories; the stories are ended with full details. Finally, within the
stage, it is worth mentioning that each story has the resolution form, the
reason simply to finalize the narration.

Within the last stage, it is the movement from time to time.
Anecdotes don’t have Coda element and it is ineffective in these categories.

Complicati

Fig. (4): The Form of Anecdotal Structure in (Acquaintances) - Category

After conducting the data analysis and discuss the research results. It is
necessarily to conclude, recommend and suggest on certain spheres that is
going to make the study more significant for further studies.

16. Conclusions

Based on the detailed analysis of the anecdotes in Iraqi casual talks and its
results, the study has come up with following conclusions:

1- Labov’s model 1972 is applied in stories and it is found that most of
Labovian stages are compulsory otherwise Coda which is never find.

2- It 1s concluded that telling anecdotes styles are affected by the anecdote’s
issues
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3- It is seemed that the telling of anecdotes styles are vary in terms of social

relations, when a friend tells stories, he/she does not delve into deep details.
As for the family member, she/he goes into the depth details

4- The study shows the huge influence of the topics on the listeners,
especially in some sensitive stories.

17. Recommendations

In the light of the literature review and it’s the analysis on the anecdotes
within Iragi Casual Conversations, the study reaches the following
recommendations:

1- It is recommended that great importance should be given to narrative
analysis in order to know how narratives are constructed and told.

2-Directing to the future researchers, it is much better to deal with narrative
analysis from various aspects in order to open the door for new cultures.

3- It is recommended that study stories structures broadly and addressing
new aspects of stories that have not been explored in this regard.

18. Suggestions

The researcher would like to announce certain notions for the interested

researchers. These notions will be shown in the following suggestions:

1) The study suggests that researchers should take into consideration the

culture of society because it greatly affects the narration style

2) The possibility of applying Labov’s Model 1972 in the future studies
related to narrative processes but form other spheres.

3) The study suggests the possibility of making a contrastive study
between languages or even dialects in terms of their narrative structures.
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