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Abstract
This study examines one of the most significant Arabic poems, Rain Song
by Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab, through an argumentative approach grounded
in Michel Meyer’s theory of problematology. The study applies this
theoretical framework to the figurative patterns found in the poem, which
represent the research gap the present study seeks to address.
Accordingly, the research attempts to analyze the figurative structures in
the poem within new interpretive contexts based on the art of interrogative
argumentation from a philosophical perspective, moving beyond purely
aesthetic or ornamental considerations.
The study proceeds from the premise that questioning in any discourse—
including literary discourse—plays a crucial role in generating meaning.
Based on this perspective, the findings reveal that the figurative imagery
in the poem carries an interrogative and argumentative character that
aligns with the analytical procedures proposed by Michel Meyer’s theory.
These figurative patterns, when they appear in discourse, function as

implicit questions embedded within the text. Such questions call for
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interpretive responses from the reader, who is invited to engage with them
and provide answers. These responses, in turn, generate new questions
within the evolving interrogative discourse.
Consequently, rhetoric—within this modern conceptualization—acquires a
philosophical dimension founded on the principle of negotiation, which lies
in the distance between the question and its answer
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