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Abstract

Realistic criticism in the novel adopts a critical, artistic, and cultural
approach to society and its surrounding circumstances. It examines the
customs and traditions of a given society and observes everything that
might affect it, whether positively or negatively. In the novel "Baghdad
Clock," specifically, we find that the Iraqi novel has observed, in a modern
way, the harsh political and economic conditions that have impacted Iraqi
society. It also observes the changes that have occurred due to war, siege,
and displacement from an artistic and literary perspective. The novel opens
from the perspective of a young girl who innocently and passionately
observes the world around her. She is then shocked at a young age by the
war and the suffering of the siege and the sounds of airstrikes, along with
her family and friends. Herein lies the role of realist criticism: it works to
interpret and analyze the text systematically and objectively, studying the
text and revealing the causes and consequences it presents. It also

contributes to raising the reader's awareness and drawing their attention to
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the human and social experiences depicted in the novel "Baghdad Clock."
This focus on these experiences is crucial. Customs and traditions reveal
the cultural identity of societies and peoples. Furthermore, the novel "The
Baghdad Clock" is considered one of the most prominent novels of a social
realist nature, influenced by politics, history, economics, and culture.

Keywords: Realism, Criticism, Novel, War, Siege
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