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Abstract
Arabic literature has employed myth in both poetry and prose as a product
of human thought across different ages. Scholars have differed in defining
the nature of myth; some regard it as an imaginary tale detached from
human reality, while others view it as a reflection of ancient societies,
embodying their customs, traditions, concepts, and perceptions of the world
around them.
The concept of myth has often been associated with the supernatural realm,
particularly the world of gods, as noted by Mircea Eliade. Folklore, on the
other hand, is more closely linked to the human world and its beings,
although it also contains extraordinary events. A distinction may therefore

be drawn between myth and folklore, with the former representing a more
elevated linguistic and cultural sphere and the latter a more popular one.
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Writers have frequently incorporated such narratives into literary works for
aesthetic purposes. Since myth and folklore originate from distant historical
contexts and do not fully correspond with modern scientific perspectives,
authors have tended to employ them symbolically within literary texts. This
symbolic use enriches the work with profound aesthetic and semantic
dimensions, expanding its interpretive possibilities.
The concept of myth-making (mythicization) is based on engaging with
contemporary forms of the extraordinary. While myth belongs to the past,
mythicization refers to the imaginative creation of myths within the
present, transforming current realities into narratives that carry mythical
qualities.
This study seeks to trace the process of mythicization in the novel
Frankenstein in Baghdad and to examine how supernatural elements are
employed to construct the narrative and generate meanings that resonate
with contemporary reality.
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