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Abstract

This paper examines the thought of the French philosopher Michel
Foucault and his distinctive perspective on the multiplicity of power within
the social system, including the family, school, workplace, judiciary,
knowledge institutions, and various professions. Foucault sought to
investigate the fundamental question: How does power operate? His
inquiry focuses on the mechanisms through which power functions and the

ways in which authoritative regulations are implemented.

For Foucault, power is not grounded solely in historical developments or in
worldviews shaped by history. He strongly criticizes the concentration and
centralization of power in the hands of the state and its security
apparatuses. Consequently, he challenges the notion of a single, centralized
authority. This does not imply the absence of order; rather, it involves
deconstructing the idea of the state as the exclusive center of power and

criticizing the violence and coercion upon which it often relies.

To address this issue, Foucault introduced his concept of “the

microphysics of power,” by which he refers to the multiplicity of power
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relations operating at their most elementary and subtle levels. This concept
emphasizes the diffusion of power throughout everyday social practices

and institutions rather than its confinement to a single central authority.
Keywords: Microphysics, Power, Foucault, Epistles, Pre-Islamic Period.
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