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Abstract: The nineteenth century AD witnessed a broad archaeological
scientific movement in the field of exploring the ancient civilizations of the
East, with Egypt at the forefront of those civilizations that attracted the
interest of European researchers and travelers. Amidst these trends,
particularly within what was known as Orientalist studies, academic figures
and travelers emerged who significantly contributed to shaping the
Western vision of the East. However, only a select few among them were

able to transform individual interest into sustainable institutional projects.
In this context, the British writer Amelia Ann Blanford Edwards (1831-
1892) emerged as a pivotal figure. She was not merely a travel writer
recounting her impressions of Egypt, but rather the mastermind who laid
the first foundations for the preservation of ancient Egyptian heritage by
founding the 'Egypt Exploration Fund (EEF)" in 1882, and then
establishing the 'Edwards Chair of Egyptology' at University College

London shortly before her death. For this, she was described as the
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"Godmother of Egyptology," a title that accurately reflects the nature of her
foundational role and her patronage in transforming this field into a
rigorous academic discipline.
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